Spring newsletter
Issue #5 | 2022

CEO Welcome
As we reach the end of our spring term, it has been so lovely to reflect back on
our collective achievements over the past three months.
It is so heartening to be able to welcome visitors
back into our schools and for our children to be
able to take part in school trips once more. The
children have enjoyed welcoming visitors to the
Trust art exhibition, following earlier delays and
celebrating each other’s work. Looking forwards,
the arrival of spring flowers and the promise of
warmer weather and lighter evenings, really gives
a sense of hope and anticipation for the weeks
ahead.
Of course, however, world events have meant
our thoughts and prayers turn to the people of
Ukraine. I am so proud of the compassion and
generosity shown by our school communities. Each
and every day our pupils and staff truly are living
out our motto of ‘Do All You Can’. Our children are

intensely caring and a credit to their families.
Collaboration has also been a thread that has
weaved its way through the last term. From
our first cohort of Aspiring Leaders working in
partnership together to the marvellous efforts
of everyone involved in the second Wesley clean
up - to get over 150 people coming together
for the good of the local area is an incredible
achievement.
I wish you and all your families a restful and
peaceful Easter.
Julie-Ann Hewitt
CEO

Epworth’s Aspiring Leaders
A group of colleagues from across the Epworth Education Trust are currently
participating in our inaugural Aspiring Leaders Programme.
The course, which is spread over six months and
combines face-to-face sessions alongside a schoolbased priority project, is designed for staff who
may have already completed a middle leadership
programme and want to continue with the next
steps in their career.
Utilising the knowledge and experience of the
Trust’s Director of Education, Amy Burkes, and
external experts including Della Bartle and Mike
Childs, participants have had the chance to
develop their leadership skills through coaching
and assessment, including the completion of
individual projects focusing on the specific needs
of our school communities.
Colleagues have also benefited from the chance
to network and collaborate with other aspiring
leaders from across the Epworth Education Trust
as well as representatives from other local schools
who have participated in the programme.
Amy Burkes, Director of Education at the Epworth
Education Trust and leader of the programme,
said:

“Our Aspiring Leaders programme is
a fantastic addition to our continuing
professional development offer for our
teams and is ideally placed to support
aspiring leaders or those who are new
to role.
“Through the course, we look at the
unique needs of our Trust and celebrate
opportunities to network and work
collaboratively – A 360 view of leadership.
Investing in staff development at all levels
is such an important part of our approach
to doing all we can for our children, our
staff and our communities.
“It has been wonderful to see the impact
this is having across our schools, and I’m
so pleased that a number of colleagues

have already been in touch about next
year’s programme.”
Feedback from a participant on the Aspiring
Leaders Programme:

“Aspiring Leaders has given me
lots of useful knowledge, guidance
and strategies in my first year as
Assistant Headteacher. I have
gained much more confidence
in leading teams and helping to
drive forward the school’s vision.
I would definitely recommend this
training for anyone new to senior
leadership.”
Another participant added

“The Aspiring Leaders course has
given me an in-depth insight into
the role of the senior leadership
team. It has equipped me with the
skills, knowledge and understanding
of how to be a confident, trustworthy
and aspirational leader who will
be part of driving a school towards
success.”
“Through working with colleagues
from across the Epworth Education
Trust, I have developed many
professional relationships. I am
assured that these colleagues will
continue to support my growth as
a leader long after the Aspiring
Leaders course has been completed.”

World Book Day across our Trust
Reading remains central to the curriculum in our Trust and we strive to instil a
love of reading in all members of our community.
There have been so many fabulous events and
activities taking place across our schools for this
year’s celebration of World Book Day.
At Bedford Hall Methodist Primary School, pupils
and staff focused on the wonder of words in a
whole school Vocabulary Parade.
Early Years children at Nutgrove Methodist
Primary School were so excited to visit the Theatre
Royal, St Helen’s for a special production of The
Tiger Who Came to Tea, while older pupils held a
special Where’s Wally day.
Rosehill Methodist Primary Academy held a day
filled with lots of exciting, celebratory ways to
promote reading for pleasure at school and at
home every single day.

Pyjamas were the dress code of choice at
Summerseat Methodist Primary School, as
children brought in their favourite soft toys to take
part in story time.
Wesley Methodist Primary School chose to spend
World Book Day exploring the beauty of poetry.
Pupils even had the chance to submit some of
their writing to British poets Benjamin Zephaniah
and Tony Walsh who sent some lovely messages in
response!
Pupils at Westleigh Methodist Primary School
were challenged to take photos of reading in weird
and wonderful places as part of a ‘Caught Reading’
competition. As expected, the children at
Westleigh rose to the occasion.
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Celebrating British
Science Week
British Science Week has offered an
exciting opportunity for pupils at
Rosehill Methodist Primary Academy
to explore the wonders of science,
technology, engineering and maths
(STEM).
Following this year’s national theme of ‘growth’, the
children have been making play dough, growing spring
onions, observing frog spawn, making posters and
learning about how humans have changed over millions
of years. This was a wonderful opportunity to further
develop the children’s passion for science through the
practical activities and opportunities to meet scientists.
Liz Crosby, Headteacher at Rosehill Methodist Primary
Academy, said:

“I would like to thank all of our staff as well
as the visiting science experts who have made
science week extra-special for the children.”

Wesley Wellbeing Day
Earlier this term, Wesley Methodist
Primary School held a dedicated
Wellbeing Day.
The event featured a range of exciting activities and
approaches to promoting positive mental health and
wellbeing including yoga, meditation and exercise
as well as feel-good sessions such as story time,
mindfulness colouring and enjoying the great outdoors.
Pupils and staff also enjoyed taking part in workshops
run by DRUHM, a local organisation who help people to
find their own BEAT and rhythm in everyday life.
Rhys Jones, Headteacher at Wesley Methodist Primary
School, said:

“Wellbeing is an important part of life at
Wesley and something we focus on throughout
the week across our curriculum, so I’m really
pleased that we were able to spend a whole
day exploring this further with the children.”
Activities and days like this further demonstrate the
commitment the Trust has to wellbeing, for staff and
pupils alike.

The practice of baptism
Year 1 pupils from Rosehill Methodist Academy School were recently invited
to visit Hurst Methodist Church in Ashton-under-Lyne to learn more about
the religious practice of baptism.
During the session, Reverend Rob led a role play
baptism during which he baptised ‘Rosie-Hill’ and
welcomed her into the church community with
the children taking on the roles of parents and
Godparents. They looked at the symbols of baptism
and were presented with a certificate and card for
Rosie-Hill as well as a bible for their class.
Volunteers at the church also treated pupils to a
Godly Play story on the Parable of the Mustard
Seed.
The children shared some lovely reflections
afterwards on how they are planning to help
others:

Molly

‘Love everybody, love God and love
everyone how you want to be loved.’
Rajab

‘I’ll help everyone in my class who
needs help.’
Rowan

‘I’ll be kind to everyone I see.’

Jesus calmed the sea
Pupils and staff at Westleigh Methodist Primary School welcomed the School
Chaplain and local volunteers from the Methodist Circuit for a dramatic
telling of the story of Jesus calming the sea.
Ably assisted by The Ethos Committee and some
wonderful children who volunteered, the group
told the Bible story (Mark 4:35-41) of Jesus and
his disciples crossing the sea in a boat. Jesus was
asleep in the stern whilst a storm raged around
them. The disciples woke him and asked, “Teacher,
don’t you care if we drown?” The Gospel of Mark
then states that: He woke up and rebuked the wind
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind
ceased, and there was calm.
Karen Chadwick, Headteacher at Westleigh
Methodist Primary School, said:

“Chaplain Vicky taught us some calming
breathing exercises and we were reminded to
put our trust in God, as he has everything in
hand and has a plan for us all - ’With God,
All Things Are Possible - Matthew 19:26’.
“In class we have then responded and
reflected on this message, creating a wide
range of work, which we showcased to each
other in worship.”

Standing with the people of Ukraine
Our school communities couldn’t fail to be affected by the plight of the people of
Ukraine at this sad time.
were invited to come in to school wearing the colours of
the Ukrainian flag. Together, we raised £238.61, which,
thanks to a wonderful gesture has now been matched
funded by Signature Funerals, meaning over £475 will
now be sent to the British Red Cross for the Disasters
Emergency Committee Ukraine Appeal.
At Bedford Hall Methodist Primary School, the School
Council decided to hold a ‘Day for Ukraine.’ This
included designing posters and sharing information in
assembly for pupils across the school. Each class also
held a collective worship session and shared prayers of
hope for the people of Ukraine.

So, across Epworth Education Trust we have seen our
pupils, staff and parents ‘doing all they can’ to help in
some small way.
Here are just a couple of examples of what our schools
have been doing so far:
At Summerseat Methodist Primary School children

Julie-Ann Hewitt, CEO of the Epworth Education Trust,
said:

“My thanks go to the children, staff and families
across our Trust for all of their kind donations,
which I know will be greatly appreciated. I am
so proud that as a Trust, we really live out our
philosophy of ‘Doing All We Can’.”

Supporting Edukid
Epworth Education Trust are proud to work with EduKid, a Christian charity that helps
to remove the barriers to education faced by children living in poverty and conflict in Asia,
Africa and the Middle East.
Over the coming months, every school across the
Trust will be participating in projects and activities
that aim to bring our pupils together with children in
Uganda who are currently being supported by Edukid.
In addition, kind staff from across our schools have also
personally sponsored the education of a child based in
Uganda through the initiative.
Earlier this term, at Summerseat Methodist Primary
School, the School Council and some additional
members of Class 4 had a Zoom call with children in
Uganda to find out more about their school and how it
compared to their experience at Summerseat. Pupils
have now been tasked with coming up with a range of
fundraising ideas to further support the work of the
charity.
Many of the other schools have also participated in
getting to know their partner children better. The
project has reminded children of how much we can take
for granted and to be thankful for such things as food

to eat and a home. The Trust is working with the pupils
to look at what we can do next to support our partner
children in Uganda. There’s even talk of buying them
goats!

BIG Wesley Clean Up 2.0
Wesley Methodist Primary School had a fantastic turnout for the second BIG
Wesley Clean Up.
And BIG it was! Over 150 children, parents and
staff took part in the 90-minute litter pick and
clean up in the Radcliffe area.
Thanks to the wonderful support of the PTA, who
organised the event, the children also had the
chance to complete an Easter egg hunt. Provided
with their very own booklet including a map for
orienteering, they were challenged to locate all of
the hidden eggs.

Rhys Jones, Headteacher at Wesley Methodist
Primary School, said: “We have been absolutely
blown away by the support shown across our
community.

“It has been incredible to see families
coming together to help take care of our local
environment.”

Get active!
This term, Bedford Hall Methodist
Primary School have been raising the
profile of sport, whilst celebrating its
impact on the physical and mental
health and wellbeing of pupils.
During the spring term alone, 79% of pupils
in Reception to Year 6 have participated in
competitive sport and extracurricular activities.
Highlights have included the Early Years children
taking part in a multi-sports festival, Year 6 girls
competing in the School Games, the Year 3 and
4 athletics Squad visiting Lowton High School,
playing football at Leigh Sports Village and
Bedford Hall’s KS2 Rugby League team hosting
their first home match.

Competition time at Everton FC
The Year 6 Girls Football Team from Nutgrove Methodist Primary School
enjoyed a great day out at an inter-schools football tournament at Jericho Lane
in Liverpool with Everton FC.
After working hard and showing great team
work, the team progressed through to the quarter
finals of a very competitive tournament, doing
themselves, each other, and the school proud!
Following the tournament, the children were each
given an award for displaying the values of the
Premier League throughout the day:

Be ambitious

work hard and never give up on their goals

Be inspiring

set a great example to others

Be connected

work well with others and in a team

Be fair

treat people equally and think of others
Well done to all the girls involved!

Be good today, be better tomorrow
There was a huge surprise in store for pupils at Summerseat Methodist Primary
School when they were told that they would be welcoming a VIP guest –
Commonwealth and Invictus Games athlete, Sean Gaffney.
Sean, whose specialisms include weightlifting and
rowing, was on hand to lead a sponsored fitness
circuit for pupils across the school, with follow-up
sessions including a talk and Q&A session about
what it takes to become an elite athlete and his
motto ‘be good today, be better tomorrow’.
Julie Whittaker, Headteacher at Summerseat
Methodist Primary School, said:

“I know that all the children really enjoyed

meeting Sean Gaffney and taking part in the
sponsored sports event.”
“We want to encourage all of our pupils to be
physically active, as well as discovering and
pursuing their passions in life, so Sean was
such an inspiration to them.
“I am so pleased to say that an incredible
£1,422.20 was raised for charity too.”

Elite athlete inspires
Also this term, Wesley Methodist Primary School were delighted to welcome elite
athlete, Freya Levy, to talk to pupils about her inspiring career so far.
Freya was suddenly diagnosed with FSH muscular
dystrophy at the age of 14, which meant she had to
quickly change from an early career in rugby and
football to a new adventure in disability sports.
This currently includes playing Para Ice Hockey
with the GB Women’s Team, GB Women’s U25
Wheelchair Basketball and Freya is also the only
female player in the England Wheelchair Rugby 7s
Squad.
Starting her day at Wesley, Freya spoke to the
school Sports Council before leading an assembly
for the whole of Key Stage 2.
During the inspiring sessions, Freya said:

“Wherever you go, always look out of the

window. When you get the opportunity,
take a look at how far you have come, what
you have achieved and where you want to
go.”
Rhys Jones, Headteacher at Wesley Methodist
Primary School, said:

“The children were in absolute awe of Freya’s
story and her attitude to life.
“Her positive outlook, and her drive and
determination to achieve whatever she sets
her heart on are nothing short of incredible
and she is an inspiration to us all.”

